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At the mouth of Raft River Ogden encountered a large camp
of Snake Indians who possessed an American flagz and were liberally
equipped with knives and trinkets obtalined from 2 band of Ashley
trappers with whom they had snent the winter near the site of
the present Ogden, Utah. Hearing that these Americans were on
Bear River, Ogden decided to prostpone hunting on Raft River and
instead to hasten uvn the Snake to trap before the beaver in that
vicinity were exhausted by these rivale, He followed u» the
south bank to the Portneuf River. Thet stream was crossed, and
Fe continued 2 few miles in the direction of the site of the
later Fort Hall. Here buffalo were encounrtered, so Ogden halted
and began gathering meat for the homeward Jjournal., He belleved
the time would have been better spent hunting beaver, but “cLoughlin
had ordered him to return to Fort Vancouver by Augucst 10 eso that

hie furs could be shipped to England in the fall vessel.221

Furthar,
hostile Indians were swerming in the zrea, and Ogden felt thet if
his men escaped with their lives esnd horeecs they would be "very
lucky."

While the party was busily engeged in gathering and drying
buffelo mest, a grcuv of twenty-elght Americans and deserters
from Opden's exvedition of the previous year came into camp on
Arril 9., The newcomers were astonished to see the British, since
they had believedi Gardner's threats had bluffed the Fudson's Bay
men into avoiding the Snake Country. In this, e2id Ogden, "they

find themselves mistaken."222 The next d=2y Ogden traded 93



e e —— e = g~ ————— ——r

78

beaver and 2 seasoned otter skins from the "strangers" and
even more to his satisfaction received &1 large beaver peltq
and 1 small one from the deserters in payment of their debts
to the Company., Three other deserters made at least partial
restitution through notes or "all the Skins they had."

Ogden was pleased to leern that his deserters were tired
of their "New Masters,” and he thought it likely trat they would
return to the Comnany's fold, They had attended General Ashley's
1825 rendezvous on Henry's Fork of Green River. Although the
Americans naid $3.00 a pound for beaver skins, they 2lso charged
82,50 for = knife and $5.00 for 2 yard of blue cloth.223 At
those prices the freemen were not too much better off than they
had been at Flathead Post, where they had families and friends
and felt comfortable. One of Or-den's men requecsted permission
to jJoin his father who was with the Americans. Since Ogden
considered him a "worthless useless scamp,® his wish was granted.224
But two men from the American camp came over to the British party,
and not 2 single member of Ogden's brigade deserted. Ogden
derived much satisfaction from the results of this encounter,
and he was particularly pleased with the conduct of his men.

On Anril 11 Oecden started on his return Journey, . headlang
down the Snake, though with only half the nrovisions he would
require, A pause wae male to trap Raft River as Ogden had planned.
Once more severe weather overtonk the party. Ogden recorded his

aimiration for the men who "naked as the greater part are and
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destitute of Shoes," continued to set thelr traps despite being
nearly frozen. Two-thirds of the men were without even a single
blanket or any shelter and had been so for slx months., To meke
matters worse, on May 7 several of the party became violentl} 111
from eating tainted beaver meat, and the attacks continued for
four days., with nearly half the party falling victin., All Ogden
could do was administer 2 frontier remedy -- pepper and gunpowder
mizxed with water.225

It wes May 10 before the company was again in motion. The
route was westward from the upper waters of Raft River to Goose
Cresk, which was examined to its source but proved to be poor in
beaver. The brigade continued northwestward, roughly paralleling
the south bank of the Snake but finding poor hunting along the
streams they crossed. When the Bruneau Rlver was reached a long
detour was made to the south to trap the uvver waters of that
stream and the Owyhee River. Beaver and food were scarce;.the 
weather severe, end the rocky country hard on the men and horses.
Nothing could be learned of the six men who were supposed to
re join the party on the Owyhee. Discouraged, Ogden once more
turned northvwestward to the south bank of Snake River, which was
followed to the mouth of Burnt Rlver.

The latter stream was ascanded to its "Forks," There, on
June 29, 1826, Opden "scoerated" from McDonald, Dears, and “cKay,
who were sent with some of the men to carry the accumulated furs

to Fort Nez Percés, where they were to leave thelr horses and thenn
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continue by boat to Fort Vancouver with the returns. This
detached party carried out its mission with remarkable speed.
It reached the Columbia depot on July 12, much to the surprise
of Chief Factor “cLoughlin.226

Ogden was anxioue to see for himself the country traversed
by McDonald the previous fall, and he had agreed to meet his
trappers under Gervais in that region on July 15. Therefore he
took the main party back roughly over his outward track across
the watersheds of the John Day and Deschutes Rivers. PFrom the
latter stream he turned west and crossed the Cascade Range through
deep snow to the waters of the Willamette., He belleved the
route ploneered by McDonald could be made into a fine road for
the Comnany's brigaies going to the Klamath country 1if used
after the snow had melted, but he considered the distance too
great‘and the terrain too difficult to be of use to the Snake
Country exvpeditions,

When he reached the Willamette on July 16, perhaps near the
present Chamooeg State Park, Ogden met a freeman from whomn he
borrowed two canoes. These he exchanged at Willamette Falls for
a single large canoe, in which he reached Fort Vancouver on the
evening of July 17, 1826.227 "fhus," he wrote in his Journal,
"ends mv second Trip and I am I trust thankfull for the many
dangers I have ececaped and returned with all my party 1n safty
and had we not been obliged from the severity of the winter to

Kill our horses for food, the succees of our expedition would
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have yielded handsome profits, as it is, fortunately no loss
will be Bustained."228
Although Ogden was disavpointed with the results of hils
second journey to the Snake Country, they were, 211 things
considered, quite satisfactory. No men had been killed by
Indians and none had deserted, a fact Ogden attributed to the
circumstance that two-thirds of his party wae conposed of engaged
emolovess on wares, "which," he szid, "gave me a decided =dvantage
over the remainder on all occasions.“229
Financially, the expedition produced an "opoarant" profit
of about E2533 -- the true gain would only be determined several
years later after the Comrany had sold the furs in London and
completed the accounting. In 1829 Governor Simpson eétimated
the profit at B3000. The skins brought in by water from Walla
walle and by Ogden himself amounted to 3577 be~ver and 123 otter,

230

plus some miscellaneous furs. What was more, in contrast to

nrevious Snake exveditions, the pelts were 1in excellent ccndition.
¥cLoughlin stated in Au-ust, 1826, that "the Snake furs this

n231  such results,

yeer are the finest furs in the Columbia.
together with what he had learned when revicwling the Snake
accounts, had by thet date convinced the "Big Doctor" that the
Snake expeditions orovided, "in proportion to the capital
required,é'the "Best trade we have on this side of the

Eountains."232



Ogden had been almost continuously in the field for more
tran a year end a2 half, and he deserved the two month'e rest he
took at Port Vancouver. But no one spent muc» time in 1ldleness
under McLoughlin's command, and Orden wae no exceptlon, Among
cther things, he kent busy with reports, corresé?denceu; and
rreperations for »is next expeditlion. And he nrecsented a numaber
of sugsestions for improving the future overations nf the SEnake
~ partles.

First, he proonsed that two parties should be sent to that
rezion, & stronc one of at least fifty men to »unt in the dangerous
sectiom along tre Snazke River "and the Country =ad jacent to it" where
Iniian war pzrties were freguent, and another to zo snuth from
Fort Vancouver to the Xlamath area and on beyond to territory
¥cDonald did not resach, Ye recommended that at least two-thirds
of the rarty toc the Snake River should conslst of regular engaged
"servante" (employees), snd he vrovosed that the expadition should
remain out for {rom eighteen months to two years.233 Ee was
co~vinced that too much time was scent travelins "to and from
headgquzrters," therzby losing the best hunting season and reducing
roturns, and he pointed out the suveriority of the Amerlcan system
of usinr the rendezvous to kxeen the ' trappers continuously at the
funtins rrounds. The bitter exvnerience of the rast winter had
ghown him t*at the S-ake »srties cnuld not rely solely on game
vhile going to and coming frnm the buffalo country, and he urged

that qnple provisinsns be carried alon- ‘rom the start.234



O:den did not et everythinec he ssked for. Jnly one "Spnake
Expedition" was to be sent out in the fz2l1l of 1326, The Hudson's
an Company never did adont the rendezvous system ae a regular
nractice. It preferred to work from fixed zosts. Also, {or his
third eapedition Jrden was able to obtain only enough engacés to
make uv a little more tran hzlf his party instead ol the two-
thirds he considered necessvry.EBS

But, again acting on his own responsibility, Yclourhlin [freed
Ogden from the necessity of returnins by a filxed date., Opden was
"to ruide himself in kis procezxdince by the circunstances he finds
himself rlaced in and only to return in 1227 when it sults his
views."236 Altrough such flexibility wss not always cermitted in
the future, a nrecedent for longer exneditions was establicshed.
Also, Ogden was given a supply of provisions to take with him
at the start of his next Jjourney, & procedure continued ian future
years.237

This ex:edition was also the first to benefit from the
imoroved financial terms offered by McLoughlin to the freemen.

The Columbia manager told Governor Simpson that Osden's men hed
et out "in »igh Snirits" and that once in the figkd they "were
sxerting themselves well."238

Tre objectives of Cgden's third Snake Eiprzditlion were decscribed
by McLoughlin in his report to the Governor and Committee on
Sentember 1, 1826: "Mr. Orden starts from this [Fort Venceuver]
with one Clerk and thirty-{ive men and proceede direct to the
River discovered by Silvaille [Silvie's River] (supposed to be a

Branch of the River sesid to Fall in the Oceen esuth of the Umpqua)



thence towards Lac Sale [Great Salt Lake] meke & Circuit West and
comes Out about the Clamet tribe,"2>%
McLoughlin, =2s did 2 great many other people at the time,

accented a then-prevalent theory t»=t & large river, as yet un-
discoversd in its entirety, flowed from a source som2where near
Great Salt Lske westward to the 3acif1c.240 As early as October,
1825, he had reard Indian reports of = large river, rich 1in beaver,
f21ling into the sea south of the Umpqua, and he belleved it to be
tre fabled stream of the fanciful map mekers. He planned to hzve
a hunting or trading perty on it in 1826, a determination which at
least nartly accounts for the decision to send Ogden rrom Silvies

River westward tn Grest Ealt LzaLke.E}41

By being instructed to go
in that directinn =nd also to the Klamath, Ogden's single party
wate beina ascirned the work of both the exneditions he had
recommended; Noteworthy wes the fact that he recelved no written
instructions and that wcLoughlin authorized him to be "ruided by
circumstances" in determining his =sventual route.242
‘recarations for the third expeditloﬁ start d well in advance

of the date of departure. Some members ol the party were dispatched
to Wwalla walla for the horses reauired. They brou ht about 100
animals down to The Dalles, tut thzt number was not sufficlent.
Probably in anticipation of tris deficit, Crden sent former 2mployee
and now freeman J=an Baptiste Gervais and slx men from Fort Vancouver

to bring additional horee and mules from the Willamette Valley across

the Cascades, probsbly by Centiam Pass, to a rendezvous ponint on
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Crooked 2iver. On Seotember 1, 1826, Clerk Thomas McKay left the

devot with another detachm=nt of the men to meet the party with

the Welle Walla horses, and on September 11 Cgden and twelve men

parted from “‘cLourhlin and started uo the Columbia by boat for

The Dallea.eb'3
At thaet rendezvous roint the expedition was quickly organlzed,

and on September 1£ tre company headed south uc Eicht Mlle Creek.

According to Ogden thre party then numbered "in alf’thirty-five.244

Fe did not mentinn women and children, although trere were a number

along. Orden wae sssisted by only one clerk, Thomas McKay, “cLoughlin's

etenson and 2 si2-erb hunter. McDonald was no longer availiable. He

was headed Eést to rntirement.2a5 Ogden had not wanted any addil-

tional "rentlemen," cince they had to be f£24 by the Comnany, which

he considerzd "a very rreat burden." In fact, including McKay

there were only threz game hunters in the entire nerty, a clircum-

stence which made it certain t-at most of the frzemen and enyzagés

would "ave to subsist much of the time on the flesh of the beaver

they took ar, in extremity, on thelr horsns.246
Reachins the Deschutes River, Ogden crossed 1t at the present

Sherars Bridce and continued southeastwardly to the Crooked River.

Hare Gervaeis and the additional men from the Willamette joined him,

but they brought 1little joy since the horses they convoyed were

"miserably poor." Orden now followed his track o[ the nrevious

December until October 6, when tha =2arty turned soutreast, follgwing

e small branch of U rooked River and than crossin- the divide to the
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Silvies River drainage., Beaver were found in fair numbers on this
stream, but it wes not the beaver heaven reported by Antolne
Sylvaille who had discovered it while detached from O¢den's second
exvedition earlier in the year.247

While on Silvies River two of Opden's French-Canadlan freemen
bzcame embroiled in a quarrel with Indiens over some stolen horses,
and both men were severely wouided by arrows., The trapnrers
recovered, but they »ad to carry tre arrowheads: in their bodles
until they returned to a Com~any vroet, for Opden did not conslder
rimself adequate to the task of removing them.E*S

Orden descended Silvies River almost as far as 1its discharge
into Malheur Lake and then veered southwest to strike the shore of
the present Farney Lake which lies immediately to the west of
Malreur Lz2ke. He found the western body of water 8 be brackish
and called it Salt Lake. FHe was disappointed td learn that thece
lekes had no outlet either to Snake ‘Rivar or to the sea, He did
note, however, trat waterfowl were abundant, ac indeed they are
to thie day.

For & numbar of days the bravar bunting had been extremely
unoroductive 2long tre lower course of Tilvies River and around the
lakes., And on‘ﬂoveﬁber 2 snow began to fe11, The men were bhungry,
snme even starving. The birds on the lak2s 2rovad vary shy, so
thst few were taken desoite a liberal exenditure of ammunltion.

To make matters worse, no native ruide could be found, and Opzden

hed to admit that the men were "all ignorant of the Country.“eag
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By November 4 Cgden had to confess that prospects were dismal.
A "general discontent" prevailed in the camp, and the freemen were
plotting to go off on their own. Opden feared tvat 1f game were
not found soon the exvedition's horses, so vital for success, would
"Fall for tre Kottle,"200

Giving up all 1dea of going across more barren and unikown
country toward Gre=zt Salt Lake, Ogden declided to head for the
Xlamath reeion -- the area about the Xlamath Lakes -- by the most
direct route “e could discover and then to coantinue on bzyond 1it.
Since McDonald had revorted finding beaver in trat direction and
since Ogzden agrzed to share his provisions with trem, the rebelllous
freemen "apoeared contented" and remained withr the expedition.

From Harney Lake O¢den now ﬁént westward over a dry country
where the horces suffered much for lack of water., To make matters
worse, Tom ‘cXay »ad lost tre only compass in the perty, so the
men had only the sun to guide trem. On November 14 Ogden noted
that during the »receiine ten days the men had eaten only six meals

n251 Fortunately, two lakes -- East Lake

"and those slipg-t n~nes.
ani Paulina Take -- were struck tre next day, and the horses at last
guenched their thirst., On Novamber 17 the rariy reacred the Little

Deschutes iver n-=sr the sr~cent Lavine, Oreron, “cXay and a nuunber

-of th2 m2n had visited this stream with YcDonald, so Ccden was no

longer troubled by doubts as to where he was.
The company now turned south uo the Little Deschutes Rlver.,

Traoe were set d=1ly, but the results were mis=2rable, since



McDonald's party had clesred the area of beaver during 1E£25.

Lesving the Deschutes drailnage by way of the present 6hemult Pass, Ogden
crossed to waters runring snuﬁiﬁmd. He gsnaculated that they
eventually joined some "large River which must gn to the ocean,"222
Yo had hopes of finding beaver on this stream, but even if he did
not he would fesl rewarded if deer and elk could be encountered

or even Indisns from whom szlmon could be obteined. Such was the
eravity of the situztion in which the expsditlon found itself.
Alreedy the men had stsrted killing the horses for food.

Having passed well to the east of lrater Lake, the party
reached the Wiliiamson River on November 29. Fere, two days later,
two "Express Men" whom Ogden had earlier sent to Fort Vancouver
overtook the brirade. For fourteen days they had eaten practically
no fnod and for the last nine days *ad not once drunk water.
According to Ogden threy could no lonrer walk or even crawl. The
party continued down Wiliiamson River, passing several Indlan
villares where they very thankfully were able to trade for roots,
dogs, and fish., On December 5 they passed the farthesst point
reached by McDonald. "We are now consequently strangers to the
Country in advance," Ogden noted. But he observed that in trading
their furs, the natives were already "well acquainted with Ft.
Vancouver orices," & fact he attributed to contactes with Indlans
in the Umpqua or Willamette regions.253

The march south was continued, the route lying along the east
shore of Upner Klamath Lake. Snow and rain vlagued the party, and

Ogden was worried, remembering the herd times of the crevious jeurney.
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"The winter seazson is certainly not the most orovitious for
diecovering a strange Country," he conflded in his journal.254

At the lower end of the lake he struck the outlet, the present
Link River which soon becnmes the Kiamath, but was jersuaded by his
native cuides not to follow it bacause of the swamps and lakes 1n
that direction. The next two wecks were s22nt in the vicinity of
Lower Klamath Lake and Tule Lake. Beaver were prectically nonexist-
ent, and the sarebrush-covered terrain reminded Ogden of‘the Snake
Country., Far to the west he could see & high snow-capred peak,ﬂ
the present Mount Shasta, near which he was told by his guldes

lived the “ﬂgstise" Indians.255

On December 31, 1526 -- which he thought was New Year's Day ==

the men fnllowed an old Canadian fur-trede custom by »aying thelr

respects to their bourpeois. "I," recorded Ogden, "g=ve them a

dram and 1 font of Tob=cco and my best wishee for their success.”256
The party was then somewhere in the "chain of cut Rocks" -- the
presant Lava Bads Hatlionzl Yonument -- south of Tule Lake. Their

gituation was discourzging. The day before Osden had given out
the last of his orovisions. The hunters were having little success,
and scoute confirmed Indian reports that to the south lay only
righ mountains and dry rlains with no sign of water., The freemen
were restless again, and two said they would leave if the march
south continued.

Although he did not specifically say so in kis Jjournel, Ogden
se2m8 to have been marching south in hone of finding the legendary

Buenaventura River thought to link Great Salt Lake with the “acific
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Ocean. Regretfully. being "destitute of recourses," Ogden decided
on that last day of 1826 to "return andi seek fond whers we can
find 1t."257 His poal was now "the lower part of tre Clanmitt

258 But he intended to return in the sprinc and make

River."
another attemct to explore southward.

The Klamath wae reached, evidently near the present Klaméath,
Falls, Oregon, on January 13, 1827. ¥o beaver were found here, end
Ocden wes thoroushly discouraged. Both Silvies River and the
Ylamath country *ad not lived u:n tn renorts, and he believed his
exnaditisn would be a failure. e triel to console himsz1f with
the thourht trat at least the puverty of thes= rerioné was now
known and tv2t no mnre effort would be wasted on them. FWhile
waiting to obtain a guide to lead them in the directicn of the
Willamette tre men subsistad largely on dors traded from the natives.

At l=st an Indian ruide was found, and the u-rty moved down the

north benk s5f the Klamath, On January 23 they resched a2 nolint
where ithe river zhead oresented "one continued ravid fall %
Cascade" as far as coculd be seen.259 Tte ~uide told them that
salmon did nnt acscend beyond that place, a fact which Cgden took
as evidence that the Xlamath fell into the sea and was not the
branc» of a2 larcer stream such as the Buenaventura.

From the ¥Ylsmath 2rden *2aded northwest across the Sisklyou

“ountzine. Tr=poilng croved more productive on the Klamzth tribu-

taries, and tre Indians kent nromieing richer fields over the range.
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The summit wes crossed on February 5, and the rarty descended the
Little Applerate River and then the main Applegate.® Spirits rose
among the hunters as beaver and game were found in gond numbers,
although attacks by Indians on tre exradition's horses raised Ogden's
aporehensions that if the derredations were not chrecked "our Scalps
will soon srare the fate of our ?nrses."26o

While the comnany was still nn the main Applegate River hunting
and trenning besan to fall. Once more O~den “ezred %is horses would
not "escare the i{ettle."es1 The natives informed »im that the
lower n2rt of the Aonlegate was barren of bzsver, beling "rocky and
gstony," But they told of a large river well stocked with beaver
wrich lay several days' m=rch away. While not entirely convinced
that this information was true, Orden said that if there was such
n262

a stream "we must endeavour to find 1it.

After crossing trhe Aoplegate and enlistng a new gulde, Ogden

stabted northwesterly on “arch 13 for the "new River. Two days
later the cnmonany reached the oresent Allen Creek and then continued
on to descend to the Rorfue River near today's Grante -‘ass on “arch
22. Thie stream was the one claimed by the Indians tc be "full of
Beaver," but much to tre disappnintment of all the trapners few

vere tsken., To make matters Worse, Ogden lesrned fr-m the natlives
trhat six tranoers from the Willamette had visited "this quarter"
esrlier and "t2d4 tzken all tre Beaver." Thece men undoubtedly were

an advance party from Alexander Roderick “cleod's Umogua exoedition

of 1826-1827 which srall be noted later.®gien also hesrd from the

¥Since this essay was written the publication of Jeff Lalande's
Pirst Over the Siskiyous has thrown new light on Ogden's route

north of the Siskiyous. Interested persons are advised to study
this fine work. JAH 7/ 11/88
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Indians that the Umpqua was & rard six days' journey ahead.263

In this situstion Ogden decided to send Je=zn Baptiste Gervails
and four men to trap the smaller streams of the Ropue vicinity and
then to hunt their wey northwsrd by the Umpua and willamette "so as
to nuen a communication batween tris quarter and Fort Vancouver,“esh
This detached nerty reached the Columbia depot safely and brought
with them a "Package" of Ogden's returns. 205

After rarting from Gervals, Ogden and his remaining men went
north parallel to the Rogue for a short distance but halted when
hunters who had been out in advance returned tec camy with news that
they had seen "a large tracx made by Trappers."266 This trail
also must have been beaten by & party of McLeod's expedition.

Ogden could see no point in continuing farther into a region
already tranved, and he decided to return to the Xlamath River and
rejoin “cKay, who with a band of trapoers had been left td test
geveral tributaries of that stream. FHe would then, he wrote to
McLoughlin, "be Guided in his future procezdings by the circumstances

n267

he found himeseif nlaced in. “{s true intention, hrowever, wes

to renew his sezrch for tre elusive Buen=aventura River.268 And he
st11l had another old proposal in mind. He told “cLoughlin that if
he found a region abounding in beaver, the maln -arty would stay

there to hunt while he or MckKay brought the furs then assembled to

Fort Vancouver and then returned with supplies.269 He could not

let go of his "rendezvous" idea.
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Scouts were sent out in an attemnt to find & more dlirect
route to the ¥lamath River tren the one trey had followed to the
Rogue, but all renorted imeeting "one continued Mountain of Rocks"
nn sgcending nearby streams. Thus on April 2, 1827, the exnedition
started back nn its former track and with little deviation from 1t
reached the Zlamath on A4nril 18. “cKay rejrined the main varty a
few days later after a most successful hunt., On Aeril 30 the expe=
dition crossed the Klamath and headed back to the lava beds. When
Ogden reached the camvpsite "from whence I rsturned lact winter"
his Indian guides told him the "River we are golng to is far
distant" -- a clear indication that the Buenaventura was on his
mind.ETO

Continuing 1in a southéiﬁterly direction the carty came upon
Turner Creek, a branch nf the Pit River. On both the tributary
and the main stream, which was reached on May G, the trapocers found
the banks lined with ~its -- some of them thirty feet deep -- dug
by the Iniians to catch wolves and dezr, Three men 2nd thelr
horses fell into these holes, but only one horse was kllled. "o
warn others who may c“ance.to travel in this quarter," Cgden named
the stream “it River.gT?

Ogden now turned up this stream, passing the hot sulphur
springs near the sresent Canby. He had intended to go dcwnsiream
but was dissuaded by reports that there were few beaver in that
direction. Fad he done so he would “ave found that he was on the

only Buenaventura River there ever was -- the Sacramento River and

its main branch, the Pit. Until he was quite close to Goose Lake
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Ogden had been hoping that ve could follow his instructions and take
2 "Southern Course," but snow on the mountains in thrat directlon

and revorts that there were no beaver there mad> him:determine to go
eastward "witr the hones of falling on the waters of the Enake |

n272 He then had only about half the pelts he considered

sountry.

necessary to mage bis "hunt," and well aware trat orofits counted

for more than zeographical knowledge with his peers “e was ready to

give precedence to tusineses over exvloration. Eut he consoled

himself with the thought that even thourh he had incurred considerable

exvense to determine that the Flamath country contained few beaver,

at least future exneditions shnould not have to rzlearn the 1esson.273
Goose Lake was re ched on Yay 15, and the pariy adivanced

northward along its eastern shore. N22r the uncser end of the lake

the hunters killed five "Write Herrons." Osden was struck by the

"putifull “lumare" and took tve skin of one to carry back to Fort

Vancouver. This act was in accordance with one of the customs, if

not duties, of ike Company's trapping bri-ales -- the uicking up of

bioloszical, geological, aand ethnological oddities for personal,

economic, or scilentific purposes. Some of thecre specimens eventually

274 It is possible thst Orden's interest

found their wsg to London,
in natural science had bsen increacsed by his conversatlons with
British botanist David Dourlas at Fort Vancouver durine the previoué
eummer.eTs

From Goose Lake the party traveled northeasterly most of the

time over barren, rocky. sagebrush-covered rround. "This looks like
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276 54 tre fourth day out

Spgke Lands," Oeden noted in his journal.
from the lake tke Indien puide refused to gn farther and left.
Ogden was now on kis own, knowing only of the country ahead that
the Snake River lay somewhere in the direction he was taking. Few
snimals were seen, food became low, and as the men progressed
farther into & region of alkzli or muddy lakes and streams, potable
water grew scerce, The men began to kill threir horsecs for food,
and twn meres thet died from voisonous water or plants were sold
t2 fill tve cnoking nots,

8t lsst, on June 4, = scout returned to cz2mP with the welcome
neve tr=t he *2d seen £nme "high hills" which he recognized from
heving observed them on the outward journey in the 211, Two dzys
later, "to the creat satisfesction of all the Party," the exineditlon
resached one of its former cam. sites near Farney Lake. Ogden now
knew where he was, but he still had the prospect before him of
having to traverse much barren country in search of beaver. "To
raturn to Fort Vancouver with our present roturns," he confided in
hie journal, "will be to me most calling."2’7

iide exenses of shallow and stinking water nn the approach
to Harney lLake =nded any hope 0Orden may still have had of brocecding
southward, nresumably towerd Great Salt Lake, Fe now followed his
0ld track north of Farney Lake and Yalbeur Lake and up the valley
~f €ilvies River. ©On Jun2s 1T the comnany reached the vicinity of
today's Burns, Cregon, Cgden had been 111 for three days, and now

wes unable to lecve his bed. By the twenty-second, though still
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"Skin end Bone." he felt well enourk to plan to resume the msrch
the next day. The enforced halt had not been without 1ts benefits.,
In addition to givins the men and animals a rest, 1t had permitted
the trappers to =2dd more than seventy-five bezver velts to the
returns.

Silvies River was crossed on June 26, and the rarty contlnued
eastward t» tre udter waters of the Malheur River. The men were
now back in besver country, and the r=tches, whille "not over
abundant," were 2 decided imrrovement over thnhse of the recent past.
The leader still anticinated "miserable returns" for the entire
trio, however, since the travpvers »ai not averaged more than one
hundred beaver e=ch. Wren the main Yalheur 2iver was reached,
Ogden detachad a »arty of seven trapners to search out the head-
waters of the Owyhee Rivar and to hunt there. They were to rejoin
the msin party on Snake River in twenty days.

Orden followed down the Malheur, the men suf’ering much from
rot weather. Wwhen the North Fork was reached near the nresent
Juntura, trappers vho had pone ahead warned aralnst continuing
down the main stream because the rnoute was "on= continued Rock %
Stone," sn tre comnany turned un the Yorth Fork to the vicinity of
the nreeant R2ulah and then crossed esstward to Bully Creck.
Nescending the latter stream tn its junction with the ¥alheur,
Ocden marcrad eastwa»i tn the Snake, which was reached on July 16,

1827, a short distance below the mouth of the “Yalheur.
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Fere the main narty was reunited with all but three of the
trappere who had gone to the Owyhee River. The three missing men
were believed to be on tre lower Owyhee, and Ogfden sent a group
tn find them. Fortunately for them they turned up, for otherwlse

It was
n278

Orden wee quite nrepered to "lesve them tn treir fate.'
treir dutv, re believed, "to be here at the apdolnted tlme.
Such was the often harsh rule o7 the trall,

Ogien was anxious to ret back to Fort lez ~ercésttocbegin
nrevarations for tekins the field apain in tr= 7=11. And Un-
doubtedly he was mindful of the desirabllity of =zetting his returns
to Fort Vancouver in time to catch the vessel for Znrland. Thus,
on July 18, he aad four men started for walla walla, lesving the
msin csrty to follow under thz command o Tom U;Kay.aTg

dgden rzached thre decartmental depot with hie furs on August 5,
1827, and tre raturns were rushed down io the mouth of the

Columbia 8nd loadasd aboard the Comrany's vesrel, Yilliam % Ann,
¥y
280

then on the 7nint of lesvine the river homeward bound.
Infarmatinn »n the eiact number of zelte proiuced by Ogden's
trird Saake Tx>di-ion se=ms not to be avallable, but evidently
the ykeld wss below exnectations. The eventual rrofits were said
by Governor Simusnn t»n *ave been about !:-2000.281

Chief Factor “clourhlin retained his confidence in Ogzden but
se:ms 1o hzve felt in necessary to defend tim when re.orting on

the jouney to the _ondon directors. "Often did the trappers propose

to Return Back," he wrote, "and had it not been for his (crden's]



influence and Exertions the Expeditinn would h=ve failed: freemen
in the plaine with their fomilies starving about them are not Easily
1ed and I have no hesitation in saying that to Conduct 2 trapping
sarty is the most dif~icult, harasslnp, and d=ngerous charge 1in
the whole Business."282
But 1f the results had not been spectacular finsnclally they
were imoortant in other respects. Orden had dicscovered =====amBd
Yount Shasta. He had trsced the upper courszs of the flamath and
Pit Rivers and »ad christened the latter. FHe hzd ploneered a route
used by later brigades in traveling between Fort ilez “ercés =and the
Sacramento Valley by way of 2it River and “alheur Lake. And he had
revesled trat large areas between Silvies River and the Pit and
Xlamath Rivers »ad be=n quite effectively denuded o beaver by
fires, by the natlives, or, posslibly, by -:ii‘sease.283
. Ocden wasted little time enjsying the comforte of Fort
Vancouver. By August 11, 1827, “clourhlin was able to wrlte:

(o]
n2%4 This may have

"My, Ordens party 1s Ready rfaulvned to Etart,
been the case at the denot, but uzstream there was much more to

be done. On trat same day the "Big Doctor" sent orders to the
upriver sosts to provide such additions to the outfit as might be
required. J. W. Dease, in charge of the Colvlile District, was told,
for eiample, to give Owden ten saddles, six leather lodges, and

ten parfleches (hide covers to nrotect packe; hide bagsjcplasesuch ltems

es had already been recuested. VWilliam Kittson was directed "to
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proceed to the Nez Perces Camp to assist Mr. Ogden to purchase
Horses.“285
Ogden got off from Fort Vancouver for his fourth Snake
expedition on August 24, 1827.286 Accompanied by Clerk Thomas
McKay and twenty-eight "trappers,” his immediate objective was
Fort Nez Percés. Some of the men had their families with them,
but the number of women ani children is not mentioned in available
records.287 Although his means of transport seems nowhere to be
mentioned, he probably went by boat in view of his heavy load of
provisions and goods and in view of the fact that he obtained a
good part or even all of his horses at Walla Walla. "My expecta-
tions as far as regards success is far from belng sanguine," he
wrote a few days later, "still the attempt 1s worthy of a trlal.“288
When Ogden set out from the Columbla depot he knew that his
idea of a "rendezvous" system had.been rejected. During July,
1826, Governor Simpson had written to McLoughlin as follows:

It is intended that 8 strong Trapping Expedition be
kept up to hunt in the country to the southward of the
Columbia, as while we have access thereto 1t is our interest
to reap all the advantage we can for ourselves, and leave 1t
in as bad a state as possible for our successors; this party
may be called the Snake, Umpqua or any other Expedition you
please, but our wish i1s that it should scour the country
wherever Beaver can be found (but on no consideration cross
the [Rocky] “ountains) take its returns to Fort Vancouver
annually in sufficlient time to be sent home by the Ship of
the season and return to its hunting grounds immediately.289
These instructions seemingly left 1little room for an expe-

dition which would stay in the field for two or more years. As

early as 1825 Simpson had made up his mind that the "people of the
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Expedition" should bring the returns to the depot and should be
reequipped there "instead of having to employ extra men for that

"290  pe had not changed his mind in the interim.

service,
Ogden's specific instructions from McLoughlin were simple:
he was "to proceed up the main Snake River to Hunt where Mr. Ross
waes in 1824.“291 McLoupghlin had been informed by Governor Simpson
that a trapoing party was to be organized at Red Rlver during the
fall of 1826 and sent over the mountains under Chief Trader Simon
McGillivray and Cuthbert Grant to hunt "in the country to the
southward of the Columbia."292 The "Big Docéor" told Ogden that
if he met McGillivray he was "to act according to the clrcumstances
he finds himself placed 1n."293 He instructed Ogden to Jjoin
McGillivray or remain separate "as you think best for the hunts
of both."agﬁ This grand design of Simpson's did not come to
fruition, so Ogden was spared what could have been a troublesome
decision.
Fort Nez Percés was reached on September 1. Among the
"necessary arrangements" made here during the next few days was
the receipt of the horses which had been assembled by Chief Trader
Samuel Black. In view o° the noor quality of the animals, Ogden
considered the number "rather bare." As regards traps; however,
he considered that he had more than enough "orovided they are
goocl."‘gg5
The men, apvearing "tolerable well pleased" with their

arrangements, were started up the Walla Walla River, evidently on
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September 6, 1827, and Ogden followed on the seventh, overtaking
the main party that same dey. A Cayuee gulde showed the company

a new route across the Blue Yountains which, while longer than the
two usual roads employed by the tranpers, was easier on the horses.
Ascending the South Fork of the Walla Walla, O=den traversed the
range and drorped down into the Grande Ronde Valley north of the
present Zlgin, Oregon. Here & nause was made to cut tent poles, a
"necessary precaution" since sultable trees might not be seen for
months,

The march was resumed on September 15. Proceeding to the south
end of the valley and crossing the Grande Ronde River, Ogden turned
southward at the great bend of that stream. After ascending a
"steep and stony hill" he reached the upper waters of Powder River
and then ascended the main stream south to the vicinity of the
orecent Baker, Oregon. By that time essays at traoping oroved that
trhe springs on a large percentacre of the traps were faulty, con-
firming suspicions Opden had felt before leaving Fort Vancouver.296

Ogden was now back on the "beaten track" followed by earlier
exneditions, so he had few hopes of gathering beaver in this
region. Leaving ~owder River hre crossed in a sautheasterly direction
on a route closely paralleling today's U. S. Eighway 30 to the
Burnt River, which was descended nearly to its junction with the
Snake. Camp was made on the latter stream on September 22, 1827,

The next day Ogden sent Thomas McKay and twelve trappers to

hunt on the Owyhee River and if possible to reach the sources,
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The uppermost waters had never been tranped. The lower section
had been profitably hunted, but Ogden believed 1t might have
recovered. VcKay was to r2join the main company on Little Lost
River early in November. Ogden seemingly was not too optimistic
as he saw McXay's varty ride off toward the south. "I am almost
confident they will me=2t with success." he wrote in his .]ourtml.ggz

With his remaining seventezn men, Ogden crossed the Snake
River and started to ascend the Weiser River in the present Idaho,
trapping as he went when the route was close to the stream. Fe
got about as far as the pres:nt Midvale when his hunters reported
seeing signs of other travpers at work "all along the river." Only
too soon Ogien learned that six Americans were in the vicinity, a
detached narty from a group cf forty, mnst of whom were "dispersed
in this quarter." Six others of this party had been sent to the
Owyhee River, and another six *ad gon2 with snme Nez fercés to trade
"on th2 Columbia." Ogden could see disaster facing him. "My hopes
of returns in beaver . . . are now blasted," he confided to his
journal, "and I am certainly at a loss how to act."298 11 despair
grew de2per the next day when he heard that the Americaans, who had
caught few beaver since they left Bear River in July, now proposed
to follow the Snake Brigade back to the Columbla.

In this situation, Opden determined on September 27 to send
Antoine Sylwaille and five men to the Payette river farther to the

east. If no beaver were found there, Sylugillecz was to return to
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Burnt River and then move to "Day's River" -- almost certalnly the
John Day River -- "and either this winter return to Fort Nez Percy
or take their chance of finding me . "299 Sylvaille set out on his
desperate Jjourney the next day.

Ogden and his dangerously reduced force of eleven followed up
the Little VWeiser, dogged by the Americans. Few béaver were found,
so Ogden turned south to Crane Creek, a tributary of the Welser.
Since hunting there produced no significaht results, the Jjourney
continued southward to Squaw Creek in the Payette River dralnage.
The company followed down this stream and reached 1ts junctlion
with the main Payette on October 5. Hunting had been so undroductive
t+at the men were ne~=r starvation until Oxden managed to trade a
"broken legred horse" from some Snake Indians.

It was soon apdarent that there wacs no point to ascending the
ayette. Sylvallle's tracks were found leading in that direction,
and Ogden learned that a party of Americans had "almost resided on
these rivers for the last eighteen months." So he went downstream
to about the site of today's Emmett, forded the Payette, and headed
for Bolse River. ©when he reached the latter stream on October 7,
the suspected paucity of beaver proved only too true. To make
matters worse, Indians got away with a number of horses belonging
to the men,

Ogden now procezded up the Boise a short distance but still
found no beaver to speak of. In fact during his entire trip from

Walla Walla he had collected only 140 beaver. "This is far from
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2. 000," he noted ruefully, e2s he determined to seek his returns Yin
another quarter." Leaving the Boise where it debouches from the
Boise Mountains, he moved on esstward by way of Camas Creek to
Big Wood River. While making this traverse, Ogden was Jdined on
October 17 by Sylvaille a2nd party. Instead of following insructions
to go westward to the Burnt and John Day Rivers, they hed given up
efter trapping on the lower Weiser and “ayette Rivers and followed
in the track of the main company, oleading that the condition of
their horses did not permit any other course. Orden's disappointment
wag only slightly alleyed by the fact that their castch averaged
twenty nelts ver man,
The British leader was further annoyed when he encountered
five American freemen camped on Ccamas Creek. They were a\gart of
the group he had met on th: Weiser. The only satislactlon Ogden
found in this situetion was thz fact trat the Americans had gathered
few ekins. "Indeed," he wrote, "the once famed Snake Country for
beaver is a ruined on now."300
The Big Wood was reached on October 21. Fere a band of
Blackfeet began to hover about the camp waiting an ooportunity to
run off the horses. The animals had to b= tied at night and did not
cet enoach food to recain their strngth alfter days of hard travel.
But Ogden “ad one satisfaction here. The Americans who had
accomnanied him from Camas Creek needed supplies, and he drove a
hard bargain, obtaining thirty-two beaver nelts and twenty-five

muskrat skins., What was more, Thiery Goddin, one »f the men who
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rad deserted from his party in 1825, turned in thirty-Iive large
beever in payment of his debt to the Company. These events were
further evidence thst the British were more than holding thelir own
¥ith the numerous American hunters who had swarmed over much of the
Snake Country.after Jedediah Smith led the way in 1824,

Trapning also began to vroduce better results along the BElg
Hood, eand Opden sent “ive men to work thelr way downstream.301 His
narty once more reduced to twelve, Opden turned north up the river,
keening rather closely with the Americans for safety through a
region where hostile Ifidians were seen on every hand. When the
elte of today'e Ketchum was reached, the company turned eastward up
Trail Creek and after maxing a steer ascent "in many parts most
dangerous for both man and beast" crossed the divide to Big Lost
River.

It was now the first of November, end the weather rad turned
cold and stormy. Since not much trapping could be done under such
conditions, Ogden decided to nove slowly to "make" his provisions
from buffalo and let his horses feedi 3But perhads even more, his
objective was "to amuse the American party" still with him so a&s to
induce them to remain in his comnany and thus pive YcKay's detached
hunters a chance to clean out the beaver in the region south of the
Snake where the Americans intended to zo. If »e could not induce
hie rivals to remain, he planned to accompany them to Raft River
in the hope of "obtaininz a srare" of any beaver found there.

Ogden had learnz2d a lot about competing with Americans since his
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disastrous encounters of 1825.

Buffalo were found along Big Lost River, and ten were killed
on November 3. All hands ate to their hearts' content. Ogden found
1t a "strange thing" to see these "Sneke men who have for the last
two years suffered such severe orivations" feasting, for even at
Fort Vancouver the regales -- the allowance of liguor and ratlions
issued uvron arrival at and departure from the base rcost -- were so

" and there was no

302

"trifling" as to be "scarcely worth accepting.
beef or pork available 2t the depot for the men to buy.

From Big Lost River Ogden crossed northeastward through a pass
in the Lost River Range to the uprer waters of the Pahsimerol River,
a "fork" of Salmon River. From there it was easy going in an
easterlydirection to "Days River," the present Little Lost River,
This was the place appointed for "cKay to rejoin the =maln group,
but McLoughlin's stenson and his companions were nowhere to be seen.
Ogden could not wait for the missing men, since a large band of
Snake Indians with many horses had swest the vicinity clean of all
game and grass. He had to move on the Snake River.

Ogden was still on Little Lost River when a storm of rain on
the night of November 12 caused such d=rkness that the guards could
not see the horses "within three paces." In the morning six animals
were missing and presumed stolen. Four of the horses belonged to an
Indian with a large family who had accompanied the expedition from
Fort Nez Percés. The man and his brood were now entirely without

transportation and spent all the night "crying and lamenting theilr
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loss." Fortunately, the horses had only strayed and were eventually
found.

After descending Little Lost River nearly to 1its sink, Ogdan
started out across the Grezt Snake Flain southward past Blg
Southern Butte and reached the Snake River a few miles below the
site of the later Fort Hall on November 22, 1827. Here the British
overtook the large Snake c®up whose track they had seen earlier.
Ogden considered it good policy to make a considerable gift of
powder and other trade goods to The Horse, one of the principal
Snake chie’s. This man carried 2 United States flag -- a sure slgn
of contacts with American trappers -- but he had proved friendly to
the British during earlier expeditlons.

The brigade crossed to the south bank of the Snake several
days later and made a new cemp on Spring Creek, a branch of Portneuf
River, a short distance west of oresent-day rocatello. Despite all
of Orden's pulle, the American trappers who had been with him since
October 18 now decided to leave for the vicinity of Great Saly Lake.
To meke matters worse, eight N2z Percés who had been with the Snakes
sccompanied the Americans. Their ourpose was to ask the traders at
the American base to return the nzxt yesr to barter with the Wez
fercé trib: for horses, Ogden had little doubt trat his rivals
would be back during the coming season to carry on their activitiles
very close to thz Company's Columbia River heartland. The only
comfort he could take in the departure of his American companions
was the knowledge that he had traded more than one hundred beaver

pelts from them, leaving them with "miserable" rzturns.
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Winter cold came in earnest by early December, Snow and ice
greetly hampered trapping, and Ogden felt compascicn for his men
who returned to camo from their runts "covered with ice and nearly

w303 pyen in their leather lodges the men suflfered, because

froze.
the blankets available at the Fort Vancouver depot during the
previous summer were not only few in number but constituted a
"wretched assortment."m4 Even food was sometimes difficult to
obtain, since the starving Snake lIndians, "ravenous as the wolves,"
pounced on buffalo as soon as Orden's hunters brought them down,

Tve brigade now settled into its winter quarters, though
between early December, 1827, and late Anril, 1828, camp was moved
at intervals as rame, psrass, and firewond were =2xhausted at the
various locations. But the range of territory cover2d was not
extensime. All the camps were within a narrow belt along the east
(or south) bank of Snake River from about the mouth of the Bannock
River on the south to the vicinity of "Black Foot,Pilte¢" the.present
Ferry Butte, on the north -- a distance of about twenty-five miles.

As December wore on game became more plentiful as the unusually
cold weather drove buffalo and deer to seek shelter in the willow
thickets alonr Snake River; but deeo snows made 1t almost imposeible
for the weakened horses to dig “or grass, and a number had to be
"left to the mercy of the n2tives,”

The monotony nf the enfnrced idleness was broken on December 20

vhen two Americans arrived from Little Lost River. They had left
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the long-missing McKay there and belleved he was headed for falmon
River. This news considerably relieved Ocden's mind, for he had
fesred that some mishap had overtaken this detechment. He derivedd
~urther satisfaction from hearing that one member of the American
varty had Jjoined VicKay despite the fact that McLourhlin's stepson
wad "held out nc encourarement for him to leave hle employers."305
The next dey Ogden sent o”f "an Indien with one of the Comr-any's
servants with two prime mules" to find Vc¥Xay and, i1f posslble, to
bring him back to the main party. The encagé did nct return and,
desrite several attemnts to find him, his fate w=s never 1earned.3°6

On December 24 the smnall party to which the two Americans hedc
been.attacked reached Ogden's camp. Thelr leader, Samuel Tulloch,
oroved "a decent kind of fellow" who told Ogden th=t the leaders of
the American fur trade did nct apvorove of the tecticsrs Johnson
Gerdener hed employed in 1825 to induce Ogden's menteo desert and
to try to scare the British from the Snake Country.307 Opden was
further chesred three days later when the men he had sent down Big
Wood River reached camp after a most successful hunt. Thelr packs
were in gond order, and each travner brought in an averare of one
hundred nelts.

Yhile deep snow held Orden tent-bound he had olenty of time
to mull over the nroblems of the Snake Zxvadition and to Tormulete
remedies. He~ entered his thouchts from time to time in his Journal,
knowing full well they would come to the 2ttantlon of his superilors.
He wes not one to pull his punches when aroused by what he considered

injustices.



He d44d not content himself with complaining bitterly about
the quality of such necessities es the trans, blenkets, and horses
avelilable at Company vosts for purchase by the freemen or for use
of the brigade. Ve a2lso felt that the teappers, the freemen in
particular, were still treated unfairly even after Mcloughlin's
reforms, Frankly admitting that he had been wrong in believing
"with othere" that a trapper and his family could be completely
outfitted f~»r 8 year in the Snake Country with the Bi15's worth
of poods he was =21lowed to buy at en?agés' >rices, Ogden now
believed that supplies to the amount of £25 would be required, "and
on his return tc the Depot even with the above advances he will
reach that pnlace nzked." He continued defiantly: "If otheres who
reside at a distance are of a2 contrary opinion, let them msake a
winter trip to the Snake Country, and be convinced for there is
nothing like being on the spot in the sresent times 2nd everyone
judging for himself."308

Fe was not entirely convinced that ¥cLourhlin's reforms were
sufficient to vrevent desertions desplite his alrcady a2mple experience
to the contrery. Fe polinted out trat whereas the Comrany naid the
equivalent of two dollars for a larse baaver skin and one dollar
for a cub pelt, the American traders nald an sverage of five dollars
a skin, large or small., This difference apnearaed larce in tha eyes
of the hunters despite the fact thst the British sold goods on
"moderate"tterms while the Amerlcans charged at least 150 per cent

more. Opzden also pointed out that a trapner could obtain his outfit



from the Americans in the Etnake Country and tﬂus did not have to
czrry provislions to get him from the depot tc the beaver grounds
and accordingly could et by with fewer horees, Fe sven had the
temerity to direct attention to the contrast between hims2lf with
his rather modest remuneration of a single share ol thast portion of
the Company's orofits set aside annually Zor officers, and the
young American fur-trade entrepreneurs, Smith, Jackson, and
Sublette, who were rumorcd to have cleared $%20,000 from their f{irst

309 iven one of the trappers who deserted him

vear's oper=ations.
in 1825, he heard, had been able to leave the mountains "an inde-
crendent men," but in the Comrany's service 1t was doubtful that a
hunter, even with the strictest economy, could accumulate a similar
competence even in ten years.31o

Indians were a concstant nulsance, stealing horses, traps,
food, and loose articles about the camp, Ogien lived in conssatt
fear that they would kill his bhunters or messengers as they ranged
over the resion alone or in very small prroupe. Many times on rast
expeditions had he wlshed all1l Indians -- porticularly the Enakes ==
exterminated, but when the Americans who were camped nearby asked
him to Jjoin them in waging war azeinst the Indlans when spring
arrived, Opden expressed his personal interest but "not knowing the
opinion of the Concern" refused to commit himself. If 1t were left
to him alone, he wrote, he would not hesitate to spend a yeer or

two in wiping out "the whole Snake tribe, women and children

excepted.” Ke was well aware, rouvever, that "troce who live at a
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distance" -- particularly the London iirectors -- were Yof a
different opinion." UYe added: "The only reply I should make to
them is, gentlemen, come, endure and suffer as we have done and
judpe for yourselves 1f forbearance and submission has not besn
carried too far." '

By mid January, 1228, the fury of the winter -- more severe
than even the oldest Indlans could remember -- was taking a dangerous
toll on the horses. "Now almost dally one or two are found dead,
and afford: fond for the wolves and crows, who now muster strong
around us," QOgzden wrote on January 12.2'2  Game continued to be
abundant and was more easlly taken after the women in camp equipped
tre hunters with snowshoes. No one went hungry, but boredom was a
demoralizing factor. Much to Ogden's disgust -- and amazement,
since vlaying cards were not sold to "servants" at Fort Vancouver --
the men zamblad from early morning until late night. Hils attltude
se2me to have changed somewhat, however, when he found that hils
companions had won fourteen skins from the Anericans. "Situated as
we now ave," he said, "we require all."313

Ogden played a more serious game. Tulloch and hls American
trappers were still with him and were eager to open a communication
with their companions near Great Salt Lake. Several attemots to
send messengers through the snow failed. "The Americans are now
more anxious to ovrocure snow shoes," Ogden noted on January 16, "and

I am equally so they should not." The Eritish leader feared that

1T the Americans gnt through they would raturn with traos and trade
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gnods =-- particulerly liquor -- and ruin his soring hunt upon which
all his hopes for sucress now rested. He issued orders thst no
snowshoes were to be made for the Americans, and his men, who also
had a strong economic interest in making a good hunt, obeyed, even

314 But when the

though offered 28 much as fifty dollars for a palr,.
Americans went to the Indian camp to hire & native to carry letters,
Ocden had tn canitulate., "It is imoossible for me to bribe so
many Indiane," he concluded.315 Fortunately for relations between
the two erouns, the ¥mericans did not suspect that O0:den was behind
treir failure to obtain enowshoes. The British bourgebs$s considered
1t kis duty to keer his rivels supplied with meat, eince they could
not hunt without snowshoes, but he believed the "interest of the
Concern" entirely justified him in outting every nossible impediment
in the way of their trading.31

Finally, on January 25, Oecden reported that the Amnericans were
making their own snowshoes. All he could do was console himself
with the thought that they probably could not return with a pack
train of euprplies before Aoril, Three days later two of his rivals
started for Greet Salt Lake. Ogden noted with some satisfaction
that thelr snowshoes were "certainly mekeshifts" and that the men
almost exvected to fail., Before they left Ogden traded two beaver
pelts from them, and he eent some of his men along with them to the
nearby Indian camn to barter for any stray skins that might be there.
He was taking no crances thcot the Americans might snatch a beaver or

two away from him. When the American messengers returned to camp



R T ——e

114

in dzfeat on Februzry 4, Ogden found the event "most agreeable."
But at the same time this fallure, torether with those o several
employees he had sent to find YcKay on Salmon River, caused him to
reflect that "in days of ynre, such men as these would have been
dismissed froa the sefvice, and here we are zlal to have them.">'7

The mon~tony of 1life in the winter cam» was interrupted brlefly
on February 17, 1828, when a small p2rty of Amerlcans arrived from
Bear Riva2r. It was hesaded by Robert Canpbell, a "issouril trader,
who wae on his way to the Flath22d4 country to collect furs he had
traded there durin: the orevious summer. Campbell informed Ogden
thzt two of the Anerilcan travpers who h:d accomnanled the British
eip2dition since Seotember were heavlily indebted to his company.

"To this I mede reply," Ogden notzd in his Journsdl, "that I had no
knowledge ol the same, and as he was now here 1t was his duty to
secure his debts and his men also." Opden pninted out that he had
given the two trapoers no encourarcement to join him. "I took the
liberty alsoc of observing," ke addzd, "that my conduct towards ktelr
party was far different from what I had received [from Arericans]
four vears since."

Jamobell acknowledge the truth of this remark and sald that if
the Americans had then been united in "a regular Comoany" the
treatment Ozden »ad raceived from Johnson Gardner would have been
far different. But the British leader was still wary. "This may
be so," he wrote, "2t 2ll events -- situated a: they arz dependent

on me == 1t is not their interest to say to the contrary. I have
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acted so far, honourable towards them, and shall continue so, and
probably situsted as we are, it 1s the best pollcy we can adopt."318
Obviously, Ogden enjoyed the superlor position -- both morally and
economically -- in which he found himself.

n March 1, 1822, three men who had been sent In search of
McXay's detached party returnedito report they had foynd VcLoughlin's
stepson in "snug winter quarters" at the Jjunction of the f£almon and
Lemhi Rivers, near the present Salmon, Idaho, This wes welcome
news for Orden, since re was anxious to reunite his exnedition so
thet he would be strong enough to press a s ring hunt up the Snake
River in the face of the Blackfeet.

Two of McHay's men had accompanied the messengers back 1o
Ogden's campg. One of them, a young Canadlan wvho red deserted from
the Americans the srevious fall and joined “cHay, made sure he was
clear of any debts owed to Tullsch and then, sald O~den, "entered
into an arrangement with me. on the same footing as our freemen,"
Tsw sweet this turn of evente must have been for Ngden!

A11 through Yarch tre snow lay deep on the sround, but as the
weathar began to moderzte a bit and stretches of oven water to
eppear on the rivers Ogden sent his trappers out in several
directions. "It 1s truly a novel sight to trap on snow gshoes, "
he remarked. ¥is hunters employed a slz2d to bring in the game they
brouzht down, 2z2other uanusual means of transportatlion in a rzglion
where during most winters, he said, the snow depth seldom exceaded

two inches. TFour canoes were built to enable the men to set thelr



traps along the saveral channels of Snake River. Without trem,
Opden believed, the returns would »ave been reduced by two-thirds.
"hile the yileld fron the traps was not cqreat, it was fz2irly steady,
and thece furs, togsther with the 2w he was able to trade from the
Indi=2ns and Americans, gave him a slight hope that hls expedition
might not be a complete fallure.

On Marcr 26 Bulloch and his rarty of Americans who had been
with O~-den since December started for Gre:t Salt Lake. Although
relations between the two groups had been amicable, Ogden was
heartily glad %o see his rivals go. "They caused more trouble than
profit," in his oainion.319 Ogden did not learn until more tran a

-4

month later trzt shortly =27ter leaving his camp these men had been
attacked by the Blackfeet with the loss of at least thres men,
about #4C00 in furs, forty-four horses, and a quantity of trade goods.
Ogden was entirely innocent in this matter, but Willism Ashley
aterwards acrused him of profiting froz it by knowingly purchasing
the s1llaged furs from the murderers. Fer from deing so, Ogden
rzcorded tha! news of the tragedy received from the Snake Indlans
"causad a general gloom over the caqap," and he made 1o efrart to
trade with the natives who ssgid they were on their way to Great
Salt Lake to restore some 2f{ the property and horses to thelr
rightful owners.320
4t that time the American trappers in seneral were -- or

oretended to be -- suspicious 2f the Wuison's Eay Company's motives
y

and actions in the Snake Country. Theyv eiverlenced a serles of
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costly clashes wit® thre Indiene -- mostly Blackfeet -- but noticed
thet the Britisr briradcs roemed about freely with relatively minor
harassment. If they knew of the szlutary lescon zdminlstered by
¥cDonald in 1823 they rreferred to forget it. It made better
political propaganda to accuse the Company of surplying the Indlans
with arms and ammunition for hostile purposes, of treding for
slundered furs, and of "making violent eiertions to monopolize the
fur trade West of the Rocky vountaine." 2!  The last part of this
accusetion was true enoughr, but the Company's expeditions were
under orders from the Governor and Committee to 2avold any arrsressive
or violent nctione towards the Americans that mirsht serve to rilve
tre United States Government cause for complaint.seg The Comrany
nroposed to g=1in suprem@cy solely through vignrous ccmpetition in
the trade, by underselling 1ts opponents whenever and wherever
orvortunity offered. It wae well. eware that it red the resources
to ware such & struggle, while moet of the Americans, renerslly
under-financed, could not afford to orerate for lons at a loss,

On March 27, 1828, Ogden received & letter from *cKay indicating
thet he was sti1ll snowbound on Salmon River. Ogden realized that
trie detacred party could not join him in time to make a projected
spring hunt on Penrys Fork, and he knew his own party wes too weak
"to face the wer tribes" in trat resion. Thue rléns to ascend the
S-ake River fnr any considerable distance were abandoned. Instead,
orn April B8 he sent a varty of =ix men undér Antnine Sylvaille, "the

moet trustwortry man I rave at prerent at my disrosal," to hunt on
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the tributaries of Big Wood River and then to r-turan to Fort ez
Percés by the end of July.

During the lz2gt few days of April Ogden moved kies camp north-
east along Snake River to =2 site at the mouth of Blackfoot River
and near the present Ferry Butte.. Signs of Blackfootl horse;ﬁhievea
were not=d, and a careful pruard was kept over the precious remaining
horses. Ogden's anxlety to hsve “YcXay Join him became acute. To
*ie great satisfactlon, YcLoughlin's stercson and his rerty anpeared
on Yay 8, bringing more than 440 beaver.

Thus reenforced, Ogden was emboldened to ascend the Snake.

The perty advanced to a point about thirteen miles north of the
present Idaho Falls. Trapping on the way was much more productive
than expected, but rapldly rising water in the river put an end to
the prosverity. Since melting enows could be expected to keep the
river high for a month or more, there was nothins else to do but
turn about and start for Fort Yez Percés.

The exoedition wz2s back on the Blackfoot River on Vay 22. The
next day one of the men attemdted to swim the stream with his horse
end traps but "lost a2ll" and was nearly drowned himeelf. "A most
serious loss," commented Ogden, "to bnth the trapper and the
concern, as he must now in a manner remain 1dle."323

The Blackfeet had been seen in numbers for several days. and
on Yay 24 tragedy struck. One of the frzemen, Louis LaValle, was
killed by the Indians less than half a mile from camp., Ogden esti-

meted that there were about sixty Indians in the bsnd that murdered
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LaValle end strircped »im nazked. Fortunately, four other trajpers

in the vicinity saw tre raiders and managed to hide tremeselves,

Trhe body was brought back to camp and buried; LaValle left behind

e wife and trree children, "ir a manner destitute." Ogden was
outraged., "It 1s certainly most calling to the feelinecs of all.fwho
ere doomed to seek thelr breed in this country," he wvrote, "tﬁat
these villiains commit so many murders without it being in our

power to retaliste in }'c.'Lnd.“-.524

Three dsys lster ancther man was

chased by the Ba2ckfeet but managed to get back to camp safely.
The course war now westward along the south b2nk cf the Cnake

River. The »ace was rather lelsurely due to bad weather and the

necessity of hunting buffalo and "making provisions"

to carry the
perty over the barren stretches on the homeward Journey. At Raft
River a short detour wes made un thet stream to trar berver ané to
kill buffelo., Lurking Blackfeet fired five ehots 2t one of the
bPunters, but ve escaped without injury. Tnough bison were brought
down tobrinc the tontal supply of meat to an average of one bale per
man, Orden hroped this would suffice to get the men bsck to Walla
Walla, "There being no fat," he remarked with some satisfaction,
"will oblige them to ea£ 1ese."325 His celculations threatened to gz,

awry, however, when rain fprced him to lay by for a dey. '"The loss

of this dey does not increase our stock of provisions," he commented,

"for when Canadians are idle they consume double the quantity than

when employed.“326
Near the Owyhee River on July 7 Opden learned from the Snakes

that Sylvaille's advance party had been attacked on “ay 20 by 150
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Blackfeat. One woman had been killed and all the “orses stolen.
™e gurvivors cached their returns -- 650 beaver -- on Bi- Wood
ivar and made thelr way on foot to the Owyhee, nearly staerving
quring the jnourney. "They were fortunate in escaping with thelr
lives," was Opden's understated comment. 2! Two days later the
main party overtook Sylvaille and three of his men on Yalheur
River.
On Jddy 11 Ogden sent that premler frontlersman and scourge
of all hostile Indisns, Tom McKay, and eleven men back to Blg Wood
River tn recnver the hidden furs. Yo account of his tri2> is known,
but McXay was successful and brought the skins to Fort Vancouver.328
The main party continued its way down the Snake and rezched
Burnt 2iver on July 14, TFrom this noint the Journey was over the
usual treil by way of “owder River and over the Llue 'ountzins to
Fort Yez Percés. Oglen arrived there on July 19, 192%2, and the rest
~f his men fnllowed on the twenty-second. "So ends my fourth trip
to the Snake Country." he wrote in concluding his Journal, "and I
have to raport tre loss of lives [two men and a woman|, which to me
1s at all times most distrescsing to my fezlings, but such things
will happen indenendent of all nrecautions to prevent it. In other
respects . . . the returns far exceed my expectattons.“329
Ogden and eirhteen of his men brought thzir furs down to Fort
Vancouver by bn2t, arriving there on July 31, 12292, *“cKay reached
the depot an Aupust 5 with the cacked skins fromn Blg wood River.
A1l told, the returns amounted to 3093 beaver, large and small; 19

"coating" beaver [skins which had been worn by the Indians as
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clothingl; and 59 lsnd otter. They were valued =t B4C02.5.11, 020
Governor Simpson lester ectimated the vrofit of Ozden's fourth
exvedition at £2500.°7

Chief Factor McLoughlin was highly aratified by the results.
"vr, Ogdens raturns are better thas last year," he informed the
London directors on furust 7, 1828, "When 1t 1s considered Vr.
Ogden was in 2 part of the Country over run by American Tragpers,
hies returns are 2 sroﬁf nf his exertions % those of his Party with
whose conduct he is biphly pleased." ¥e also rezretted the cost
in lives at which these results had been achleved.’ 2

But the Colurbiz manager had no intentlon of letting this
valuable conductor of varties enjoy a hard-earned rest. "As soon
as the nenple return from vutting the Furs on board tre Vessel
(which I detained a few days for them)," “cloughlin =dded, "he will
start on his return to his hunting grounds." Three days earlier
he hzd instructed Samuel Black at Fort Nez Perc®s to cbtain seventy
"good horses" for Ocden's use.y53

As it turned out, the delay seems to have been slightly longer
than the gond doctor anticipated. The vary next night, August 8,
1828, he, Ogden, and the otrer inhebitants of Fert Vancouver were
stertled by Indians making "a great noise" before the fort gate,
ghouting that they had brought an Amerlcan. The man »roved to be
Arthur Black, a member of a trapping narty headed by Ogden's

traveling companion and trade rival of 1824-1825, Jedediah Smith,
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when the exhsusted and almost naked Black could speak, "we elicited
the particulars" of his story, wrote Ogden years later.334 Black
unfolded a chiliing tale: the Americans, on thelr way from
california to Grest Salt Lake by way of Fort Vancouver, had been
trescherously asttacked by Indians on the Umpgua River. Fe bellieved
himself to be the only survivor. But on Aupgust 10 Smith and two
other members of his party rzached the derot, gulded by friendly
Tillamonk Indiant-i.-j35

¥cLoughlin, whose heart was as blg as kis messive frame,
exverienced "eregt joy" that as many as four persons had miracu-
lously escaped the slaughter, and he offered the hospitality of the
establishment. Zven though the American competitore had reached
the very corz ol the Company's ooperatlons west ol the Rockies, the
"Big Doctor" found no satisfaction in thelr defeat. "This unfortunate
affair," he told the London directors, "ls extremely injurlous to
us as the success % f=zcility with which the Xatives accomplished
their object lowers Huropeans in thelr estimation & consequently
very much diminishes our security."”

At that time Chief Trsder Alexander Roderick “cLeod was on the
point of leaving for a trarving exvedition south from Fort Vancouver,
YcLoughlin ordersd him to recover as much of Smith's vroperty as

onsgible and to -unish the murderers if he thought the results
336

%
Jedediah Smith left the denot on Sertember 6
337

would be salutary.

to accompany the punitive exvedition.
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Zxactly how much time Ogden had to dlescuss matters of mutual
interest with fmith 1s not avparent. Very probably the prevarations
to get McLend off caused some postnonement of Ogden's departure for
Walla Walla to organize his fifth Snake Country expedition. But
whether he left thz devnot before or after Sentember 6 1s not clear.
All that seems certain fpem the sources thus far examined is that he
was at Fort Jez ‘ercés in time to set out for the Snake Country on
Sextember 22.338

Ogden's jJjournal of 1824-1825 gives no indication that he
developed any carticularly close friendship with Smith during the
several months the Eritish and American brirsades traveled in close
proximity at that time. In fact, if liilliam Hititson's comment
trat Smith was "2 £ly cunning Yankee" 1s any clue, the relationship
between the leaders of thes two comnanles was anythine but cordial.539
Yet years laler Ogden claimed to have been "intinately acquainted
with poor Sﬂith."sao If so, the two men seem to have rotten to
know each other much better at Bort Vancouver during August, 1828,

In anylevent, 1t 1s clesr that Smith pave O0zden and Governor
Simposon an account cf hie adventurss durines at least the previous
two years. Long after the conversations at Fort Vancouvar Cgden
was zble to repeat with considerable detall, though not always with
complete accuracy, Stith's account of the massacre of ten of his
men by the VYo Jave Indians on the Coloraio River in Aurust, 1827.3a1
The Britlish trader r=d occasion to profit by this information two
and a half yeare lzter when he encountered what he belleved to be

the same natlve: band somewhere in the vicinity of the Colorado.
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It is not certain that Smith also told Ogéen of the more than 1500
pounds of beaver skins he had collected in the San Joaquin and
lower Sacramento 7alleys in the spring of 1827, but he did indicate
trat he found the Sacramento River "well stocked with beaver" early

in 1828, 342

This news undoubtedly influenced the route of the

Snake Brigade in 1829 and 1830, varticularly since Smith had

declared that h#s intention before the massacre had been to return

West with a "lar:e body of Trappers" to scour the region for beaver.343
Ogden's f£ifth Snake expedition began on September 22, 1826,

when he rode out from Fort Nez “ercés to join his varty camped a

ghort distance away at the foot of the Blue Vountains. "We are

trie year well orovided in numbers as regards horses and traps but

both so far from apoearances are of an indifferent quality," he

noted in his journal. Neverthelass, he was conlident that 1if

beaver were iound, "we shall always find ways and means of taking

and conveyins them to the Columbia iner."344 In addition to the

bourgeois himself, the comnany seems to have consisted of tweniy-

nine men and bofs, three Indians, and the usual women and uhildren.345
The objective o the party was the still-uneiplored territory

lying south of the Snake River drainaze, the vast portion of the

Great Basin between Great Salt Lake and the Sierra Wevadaez. This

region had never been penetrated by any trapoer, British or American,

except. fay -Jedediah-5mith's brief®transit &no1827,..But Ogden had

received vague revorts from the Indians of beaver streams in that

direction, and knowledge of Smith's deep venetration into Mexilcan



125

territory seemingly had mzde Governor Simpson more than ever e:ager
ts exhaust the fur resources in that direction before the Amerlcans

gshould reach it.345 Oczien was instructad to retura 1in time to ship

ris furs to England by the supply vessel of 1529.3A7
Traveling eastward by his track of the previous year across the

Blue Vountains to the Grande Ronde River and then to Jouder Rlver,
Ogden detached two groups to trap the upper waters o7 Burnt River
and th: Malhaur River. With the remainder of the brirade he pro-
czeded to the junction »7 the Burnt and Snake Rivers, where he sent
eleven more men to hunt on some of the northern tributaries of the
latter stream. This oarty, under Frangois Payette, returned to the

348 Orden was

Columbia without ever rejnining the main command.
"fully aware" of the dengers of thus sevarating his party into four
spall groups, but he felt that the depleted stock nf beaver near the
Snake, maxing hunts by l2rge brirades unvrofiteble, left him no
altsrnztlve.349
With his ten remaining men, Orden moved to the “alheur River.
The party ascended this stream, trapping with oaly moderate success
until October 21, by which time the two smz2ll parties sent to hunt
in this direction had rejnsined the main brigade. Continulng in a
gouthern directisn along the eastern base of Steens Yountaln, thre
company psssed Alvord Lake and rached Quinn River near tre northwest
corner of the opresent Neavada, Oeden, having heard from local Indlans

of a river with bezver only four days' march distant, vcushed forward

to the southeast, but it was November 9, 1523, before he reached a



"fins large stream apzarantly wa2ll lined with willows." e hed
struck the present Yumboldt Rivar about sicht niles above today's
¥Winnemucca, NYevada.

To Ogden's ~r=at joy, a beaver house, "apnarently well stocked,"
at once grested his eye. The next morning, "long before the dawn
of day," every trac and trapper 1in campd was in motisn toward the
upstream hunting rrounds. When tre traps were chackad tre next day
the catch was [1fty beaver.BSo To men whn had slready bezun to
eat th=ir exhausted horses this haul meant more than mere skins --
they could once aczain fill their stomachs without gsacrificing thelr
oracious animals. |

Since JOpden, as far 25 ies known, was the first “urozean to see
the Wumbnldt River -- which he later named the Unknown 2iver because
of this fact -- he had no'1dea where the stream terninated. VFe
speculated trzt it misht be 2 part of the Owyhes River. Te was
temnt=d to =xolore 1t downstrezm, but visiting Indlans ez2id that
beaver were mare numersus o1 the udder waters, so Jzden tur:zed
ssstward 2lon- th: stream that in a short time wes to set the course
of the main Cvarland Trail. A few days latar natives told him that
the river dischargsd int» a lake and trat no salmon accended 1%,

"2 was r2lilsved by this news because 1t meant that the streanm had
13 comnectinn with the Pzcific Ocesn and thzt he w=s therelore not
intruding nn the tr2ooing territory assigned to hile fellow officer,

Alexander Roderick “cLeod.
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on the nisht of November 24 a veteran trapver, Joseoh Paul,
returned to camn "dancerously 111." Ogden was worrled. "This poor
man stande but a noor chance of living long in this country," he
noted in his journal. "A sick man is not an enviable situation
in any part of the world, still less i1n this."2°! The march was
halted to sez i7 2z2ul would recover, but tre patient aulckly came
to share Ogden's rloomy mrogwstication. He begged his comvanlons,
"ae an zct of charity," to end his sufferings by drownlng him 1n
thre river. Gcden would have none of it. "Thie mode =z=lthough
sractised by the Snzke Indians and othar tribes will not answer for
Christisns," he remarked.

After tenh days, hou.evar, 1t became evident:that the party would
heve to be on its way. The hors:2e had 2xhausted the scanty lorage
av-ilable, 2nd the men were on short rzations because beaver had
been nearly eiterminated in the nearby waters., (n December 6 the
sick men believed he could move. Assisted by two companlons and
"well covered" by robes and blankets frcm the bitter cold, re
mounted a horse and managed to xeer with the brigade =g it marched
eastward by slow stares.

By December 10, when the company was very close to the site
of the tresent Cs=rlin, YNevada, it was clear that Paul could gc no
ferther. Ye implor=d the company to leave, and two men volunteered
to stay with him. Reluctently, Ogden conssnt=d. In fact, there
wae nothing else to do. To remein misht result in having to eat
the entire horse herd, aan event which would have msant the fallure

of the expedition and ooseible desth {or the men. So Ogden left
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a bag of peas and a three-year-nld hoEse in camp, and the main
narty continued its way un the Rumboldt,

The river was by that time "entirely fz2et bound with ice," so
the Chief Trader decided to nrocez=d more directly toward Grz=at Salt
LakXe and Bear River and to le=sve “urthor huntins along the Humboldt
until sprine, Guid:d by an Indian he had picked uv, he left the
river & short distance above the meodern Zlko on December 12, 1828,
end m=rched acroes the ranges and valleys of east:rn Wevada and
tren passed around the northern end of Great Salt Lake. Turning
northward, thz brisaie reached the northern end of Pocatello Valley,
Utah, on January 1, 1829, both men and horsss worn down by hard
travel and lacx of {ood.

On tket dey and on January 4 and 5, the two men, a woman, and
two children who had remainded behind with Joserzh Paul limped into
camd, They rezortad that "aul had died =2ight days a“ter Cgden left
him., Thre lezader obs=rved: "There remains now only one man living
of all the Snske men of 1819 snd rather extraordinary all have been
killed, with the excedtion of two who died 8 natural dezsth, and are
scattered over the Enske Country. Indeed “or a country so lately
discovered 1t 1s almnst incredible the numbers thzt have fallen
in it."352

Buiffalo encountered in this region north of Great ES2l1lt Lake
eased the rood shortage which once more had become acute, but
Ogden discover:d ss he moved farther northward that the Malad

River, which had besn trapped by American for [lour yesrs, ylelded



